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SUBJECT: PALESTINIAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE MEETING ON APRIL 15 

REP: USUN 1133 

1. THE OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION (OPI) PRESS RELEASE 

ON THE PALESTINIAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE'S MEETING ON APRIL 15 
PROVIDES FURTHER USEFUL INFORMATION ON THE LETTERS TO BE 
SENT TO WESTERN COUNTRIES ON THE SECURITY COUNCIL AND 
ISRAEL. 

2. ACCORDING TO OPI, THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE 
(AMB. PALL OF SENEGAL) SUGGESTED THAT THE LETTERS BE SENT 
SINCE A NUMBER OF STATEMENTS BY LEADERS OF THESE COUNTRIES 
HAD BEEN MADE RECENTLY AND THE COMMITTEE SHOULD ASK 
WHETHER THESE STATEMENTS REPRESENTED THE POSITION OP THE 
GOVERNMENTS CONCERNED. REGARDING THE US, HE SAID PRESIDENT 
CARTER HAD STATED ON 16 MARCH THAT THERE MUST BE A HOMELAND 
FOR THE PALESTINE REFUGEES, WHO HAD SUFPERED FOR SO MANY 
YEARS. HE ALSO CITED A STATEMENT IN JANUARY BY THE 

FORMER UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE IN THE SECURITY 
COUNCIL, WILLIAM W. SCRANTON, TO THE EFFECT THAT, IN 
WORKING OUT A SOLUTION TO THE MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT, 
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DUE ACCOUNT HAD TO BE TAKEN OF THE ASPIRATIONS AND 
LEGITIMATE INTERESTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, AND 
THE MATTER SHOULD BE RESOLVED THROUGH NEGOTIATIONS 
FOR A JUST AND LASTING PEACE. 

3. THE CHAIRMAN PURTHER NOTED THAT HE MADE HIS 
SUGGESTION TO SEND THE LETTERS BECAUSE LAST YEAR, 
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BEFORE THE SECURITY COUNCIL DEBATE, HE HAD GOTTEN 
THE IMPRESSION IN TALKING WITH THE UNITED STATES 
REPRESENTATIVE THAT THE UNITED STATES WOULD GO ALONG 
WITH THE DECISION. HOWEVER, THERE HAD BEEN NOTHING 
IN WRITING. NOW, HE WANTED TO HAVE WRITTEN STATE- 
MENTS EROM THE PERMANENT MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL, HE 
SAID. 

4. THE PALESTINIAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE ALSO AGREED 
AT THIS MEETING TO ESTABLISH A NINE-MEMBER TASK EORCE 
(AEGHANISTAN, CUBA, GUYANA, GUINEA, INDIA, MALTA, 
SENEGAL, TUNISIA AND PLO) TO EOLLOW DEVELOPMENTS ON 
THE LETTERS, TO REVIEW STATEMENTS MADE DURING THE 
3 1ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND TO MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS 
TO THE COMMITTEE ON EURTHER ACTION. 
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